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Admission Number: 90 part-time Three and Four year olds
8 Two Year Olds at any one time

Rainhill Community Nursery is committed to a fair and transparent process for the admission of children.  
Admissions to the Nursery School for 3 and 4 year olds are conducted by St Helens Council Children and Young People’s Service, and follow strict procedures.  This is set out each year in the Local Authority’s Nursery Admissions booklet and can be viewed at www.sthelens.gov.uk 
2 Year Old Admission Schedule 

Admission of children aged 2 is undertaken by the Nursery School. Children accessing this provision may do so on a paid basis or if eligible, through the provision of the free entitlement for 2 year olds. 
Children are admitted to our provision for 3 and 4 year olds the term after their third birthday. Children can attend for 3, 4 and 5 terms according to their date of birth. 

All 3 and 4 year old children are eligible for 15 hours free Early Education entitlement and, children of working parents, may be eligible for 30 hours free provision (criteria must be met).

Where possible, provision is offered flexibly according to need.
Oversubscription Criteria

If more applications are received than the number of places available, the Local Authority and the school will use the following criteria, in order of priority, for deciding how places will be allocated:

(1)

Children in public care.

(2)

Children, resident within St Helens, whom, having been assessed by the Local Authority, have needs as defined by Part 111 of the Children Act 1989 (Section 17 [10]).  *See extract of Children Act 1989 below.

(3)

Children resident in the Borough of St Helens.

(4)

Children resident outside the Borough of St Helens.

*
Extract of Children Act 1989 (Section 17 [10])

(10)
For the purposes of this part a child shall be taken to be in need if:



(a) he is unlikely to achieve or maintain, or have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development without the provision for him of services by a local authority under this part: or

(b) his health or development is likely to be significantly impaired, or further  impaired without the provision for him of such services: or

(c) he is disabled ie. blind, deaf, dumb or suffers from a mental disorder of any kind or is substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury  or congenital deformity.

Tie Break
In the event of any oversubscription in the number of applicants made under the categories above, the Local Authority will offer places first to children whose family home is nearest the school. The measurement shall be done by the Local Authority in a straight line using a Geographical Information System (GIS) based on Local land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) data and the National Grid Co-ordinates for the family home and school. 

Where the tie break does not distinguish between applicants e.g twins or triplets living in the same house or children living in the same block of flats random allocation will be used. This will be done by drawing lots and supervised by someone independent of the school.

Definition of Home Address

This is the address where the child and parent, or person with parental responsibility, normally live. If parents are separated and the child spends time at each parent’s address, the address used shall be that of the main carer. The Local Authority will use the address of the parent who is in receipt of child benefit for this. It may be necessary for the Authority to carry out checks to confirm that addresses given are genuine. Parents may, therefore, be asked to produce documentary evidence of their child’s home address e.g. Council tax or utility bills

Places are allocated on the basis of the home address at the closing date for receipt of applications. Any subsequent change to a child’s home address must be notified to the Admissions Section of the Local Authority. 

False Information

Where the Local Authority discovers that a child has been awarded a place as a result of any false information e.g. home address, date of birth it will withdraw the offer.  

Late Applications

Applications submitted after the closing date will only be considered alongside those who applied on time when they are received before the allocation procedures begin. However, as this date cannot be predicted, parents have no guarantee that any application received after the closing date will be included.

Applications for Reception Year places where a Nursery Unit is attached to a Primary School

There is no guarantee that a child who attends a nursery will automatically secure a place at the primary school to which the nursery is attached. A separate application must be made for transfer from nursery to primary school.

Waiting List

During the normal admissions round, if a place is refused because the school is oversubscribed the applicant will automatically be placed on the waiting list. The waiting list will be kept in priority order according to the oversubscription criteria and not on the date on which applications were received. If a place becomes available within the admission number, the child whose name is at the top of the list will be offered a place. The waiting list will close at the end of the spring term. 

